
 Revisions to SC UST Control   
Regulations R. 61-92 Part 280 

UST Management Division 



The EPA revised the federal UST regulations Part 280 and 281 

on July 15, 2015, and became effective October 13, 2015.  

 

•DHEC is proposing to amend the SC UST Control Regulation 

61-92, Part 280.   

 

•The proposed changes will include: 

 

•Adopting all of the federal requirements 

 

•Maintaining SC regulations in place since 2008 

 

•Incorporating/revising items specific to SC 
 

New Regulations 



• To prevent or reduce releases of petroleum from UST 

systems to the environment 

 

• To reduce potential liability to the SUPERB Account 

and the SUPERB Financial Responsibility Fund  

 

• To receive and maintain State Program Approval (SPA) 

from EPA 

 

Purpose of the Regulation Changes 



 

• SC UST Program currently has SPA  

 

• State Program Approval is required under 40 CFR Part 281 

 

• Each state must reapply by October 13, 2018 due to the changes 

in the federal regulations. 

 

• Each state must demonstrate it has a program that provides 

compliance with the federal requirements and is no less stringent. 

 

• Without SPA, owners/operators would be responsible for 

complying with both state and federal regulations. 

  

• Having SPA means that SC can implement the regulations  in the 

best interest of the regulated community without additional 

oversight from the EPA. 

 

State Program Approval (SPA) 



New Federal UST Regulation Requirements 40 CFR Part 280 

 
•Removal of deferrals for Airport Hydrant Systems (AHS) and Field 

Constructed Tanks (FCT) 

 

•Release detection for new and existing USTs supplying Emergency 

Generators 

 

•Internal Lining requirements 

 

•Transfer of ownership requirement 

 

•Groundwater and vapor monitoring requirements 

 

•Release reporting requirements 

 

•Testing requirements for release detection monitoring equipment 

 

       Continued . . . 

 



New Federal UST Regulation Requirements 40 CFR Part 280 

• Testing requirements for overfill devices 

 

• Testing requirements for spill buckets 

 

• Testing requirements for containment sumps 

 

•Notification of product compatibility 

 

•Walkthrough Inspections/Operator Training 

 

•Secondary Containment 

 

•Under dispenser containment 

 

•Updating codes of practice 

 

•Making editorial and formatting changes 

 



Adopting Federal 

Requirements 



Federal:   

•Airport hydrant systems and field 

constructed tanks will be regulated.  

 

South Carolina:   

•Airport hydrant systems and field 

constructed tanks will be regulated.  

Airport Hydrant Systems (AHS) and  

Field Constructed Tanks (FCT)   



 

Federal:  

•Release detection will be 

required for all new and existing 

emergency generator UST 

systems. 

South Carolina:  

•Release detection will be 

required for all new and existing 

emergency generator UST 

systems. 

 

•Since 2008, SC has required 

release detection on all new 

emergency generator UST 

systems. 

 

Emergency Generator UST Systems   



 

Federal:  

•Must permanently close tanks if the 

internal lining fails the inspection and 

cannot be repaired according to a 

code of practice. 

 

South Carolina:  

•Must permanently close tanks if the 

internal lining fails the inspection and 

cannot be repaired according to a 

code of practice. 

Internal Lining  



South Carolina:  

•30 day requirement for new 

tank owners to notify of UST 

system ownership change 

using the SC DHEC supplied 

form. 

Transfer of Ownership   

Federal:   

•30 day requirement for new 

tank owners to notify of UST 

system ownership change 

using the EPA supplied form. 



 

Federal:   

•A site assessment must be completed 

and be signed by a P.E., P.G., or 

equivalent licensed professional.  

 

•Records of the site assessment must be 

maintained for the life of the system. 

 

South Carolina:  

•A site assessment must be completed 

and be signed by a P.E., P.G., or 

equivalent licensed professional.  

 

•Records of the site assessment must be 

maintained for the life of the system. 

Groundwater & Vapor Monitoring  



Federal:   

•24 hours release reporting 

    

 

South Carolina:  

•SC currently requires 72 hour 

release reporting. 

 

•SC will adopt 24 hour release 

reporting.     

 

•Emergency line: 1-888-481-0125. 

  

Release Reporting 



 

Federal:   

•Annual testing of monitoring equipment will be 

required. 

 

Testing of Release Detection 

Monitoring Equipment  

South Carolina:  

•Annual testing of monitoring equipment will be 

required. 



Adopting Federal 

Requirements with 

Changes 



Federal:   
•3 year testing required for proper installation and 

functionality 

•Ball Float Vent Valves (BFVV) cannot be installed 

on new UST systems 

•If BFVV cannot be repaired, another overfill 

prevention method must be installed.  

 

South Carolina:  
•Annual testing proposed for proper installation 

and functionality 

•Ball Float Vent Valves (BFVV) cannot be installed 

on new UST systems 

•If BFVV cannot be repaired, another overfill 

prevention method must be installed.  

 

Overfill Prevention Requirements 

  



 

Federal:   

•3 year testing required for spill buckets 

 or 

•use a double-walled spill bucket in 

conjunction with monthly interstitial 

monitoring. 

South Carolina:  

•Annual testing proposed for spill buckets 

or 

•use a double-walled spill bucket in 

conjunction with monthly interstitial 

monitoring. 

Spill Bucket Testing 



 

Federal:   

•3 year testing required for containment 

sumps only when used with interstitial 

monitoring 

or 

•use a double-walled containment sump 

with monthly interstitial monitoring. 

South Carolina:  

•Annual testing proposed for containment 

sumps only when used with interstitial 

monitoring 

or 

•use a double-walled containment sump with 

monthly interstitial monitoring.  

Containment Sump Testing 



 

Federal:  

•30 days notification when switching from a 

conventional motor fuel to a regulated 

alternative substance, i.e.. E85 and B50. 

 

South Carolina:  

•30 days notification when switching from a 

conventional motor fuel to a regulated 

alternative substance, i.e.. E85 and B50.   

 

•SC proposes to require notification of a change 

from a non-regulated substance (i.e.. E100 or 

B100) to a regulated substance.   

 

•SC proposes all required notifications in 

writing.   

Product Compatibility  



Maintain Current South 

Carolina Regulations to 

meet the Federal 

Requirements 



 

•Walkthrough inspections/Operator Training 

 

•Secondary Containment 

 

•Under dispenser containment (UDC)  

New Federal Requirements that South 

Carolina adopted in 2008 and proposes 

to maintain: 



 

Federal:   

•30 day inspections for spill 

prevention and release detection 

equipment.  

•Annual inspections for containment 

sumps and hand held release 

detection equipment. 

South Carolina:  

•30 day inspections for all equipment,  

including but not limited to, spill 

prevention, release detection, 

containment sumps and hand held 

release detection equipment. 

Walkthrough Inspections/ 

Operator Training 



Operator Training 

Class A Operator – Persons having primary responsibility 

for on–site operation and maintenance of UST systems. 

 

Class B Operator – Persons having daily on-site 

responsibility for the operation and maintenance of UST 

systems. 

 

Class C Operator – Daily, on-site employees having 

primary responsibility for addressing emergencies 

presented by a spill or release form an UST system. 



Secondary Containment 

South Carolina:  

•ALL new tanks and piping must be secondarily 

contained. 

 

* Piping replacement: if more than 25% requires 

replacement, then the entire piping run must be 

secondarily contained.  

Federal:  

•ALL new tanks and piping must be 

secondarily contained. 

 

* Piping replacement: if more than 50% 

requires replacement, then the entire 

piping run must be secondarily contained. 



Under Dispenser Containment (UDC) 

Federal:   

 UDC installation for all new and 
replacement dispenser systems 
(with the exception of European 
Suction). 

 

South Carolina:   

•UDC installation on all new or 

replacement dispensers (with 

some exceptions for European 

Suction).   



SC Specific 

Requirements 



Financial Responsibility 

Federal: 
•Allows Certificate of Financial 

Responsibility to be maintained on 

file 

 

 

South Carolina: 

•Proposes allowing the Certificate 

of Financial Responsibility (CFR) 

to be maintained on file to be 

consistent with the Federal 

requirement 

 

•Proposes to remove the 

requirement for the CFR to be kept 

on site. 

 

 

 



Financial Responsibility 

Federal: 

•No requirement for banks to 

notify EPA when a Letter of 

Credit is cancelled 

 

 

 

South Carolina: 

•Adding requirement for 

banks to notify the 

Department when a Letter of 

Credit is cancelled 
 

 

Picture 



Financial Responsibility 

SC proposes to revise the regulations to expand the definition of 

Chief Financial Officer to read: 

 

In the case of local government owners and operators, means 

the individual with the overall authority and responsibility for the 

collection, disbursement, and use of funds by the local 

government.  In the case of non-government owners and 

operators, the corporate officer officially designated as the Chief 

Financial Officer or functionally equivalent most senior financial 

officer.  The Chief Financial Officer is the person who signs 

United States Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) 

submissions or the equivalent.  



•Requirement to drain 

lines at closure 

 

•Requirement to notify the 

Department in writing 30 

days prior to UST closure 

UST System Closure 



•Testing of corrosion 

protection system within 30 

days following any 

repairs to the CP system. 

Cathodic Protection 



Delivery Prohibition 

South Carolina currently: 
•Requires notification of Delivery 

Prohibition (DP) implementation to 

owners/operators by two methods of 

communication 

 

• Requires notification of DP 

implementation to suppliers by two 

methods of communication 

 

South Carolina proposes: 
•Requires notification of Delivery 

Prohibition (DP) implementation to 

owners/operators by two methods of 

communication 

 

•Notification of DP implementation to 

suppliers by one method of 

communication 



Implementation 



Already required in SC: 

•Secondary containment 

•Under dispenser containment  

•Walkthrough inspections & Operator Training 

will be combined.  The requirement for Operator 

Training was been in place since 2008. 

•Product compatibility 

Implementation 



Implementation – (based on proposed regulations)  

Effective immediately upon the implementation date 

of the regulations: 

•Transfer of ownership notification 

•Testing after repairs 

•Ball floats cannot be installed 

•Release reporting must occur within 24 hours 

•Internal lining requirements 

•Financial Responsibility changes 

•UST closure notification 

•Cathodic Protection testing following repair 

•Delivery Prohibition notification to supplier  
 



Implementation - (based on proposed regulations) 

Effective 3 years after the implementation date of 

the regulations: 

•Spill, overfill and sump testing 

•Release detection equipment testing 

•Emergency Generator UST systems must do 

release detection 

•GW & Vapor Monitoring site assessment 

•Notification of Airport Hydrant and FCT 
 

 
 



Path Forward 



UST Regulation Workgroup Meetings 

Monday, June 13, 2016 

1:30 – 4:00pm 

  

Monday, June 27, 2016 

1:30 – 4:00pm 

 

Monday, July 11, 2016 

1:30 – 4:00pm 

 

Monday, July 25, 2016 

1:30 – 4:00pm 

Continued…. 



Draft proposed regulations published for 30 day official 

comment period.  

 

Respond to comments and revise regulations as 

necessary. 

 

DHEC board approval and submittal for legislative 

approval process. 

 

Continued…. 




